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Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the new parliament 
building in New Delhi on May 28. 

He expressed hope that it will become 
a cradle of empowerment, igniting 
dreams and nurturing them into reality.

Dressed in traditional attire, Modi 
walked into parliament premises from 
its Gate No. 1 and was welcomed by Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla.  

“As the new building of India’s par-
liament is inaugurated, our hearts 
and minds are filled with pride, hope 
and promise. May this iconic building 
be a cradle of empowerment, ignit-
ing dreams and nurturing them into 
reality. May it propel our great nation 

to new heights of progress,” the prime 
minister tweeted later.

Several Union ministers, including 
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, S Jaishankar, 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Mansukh Manda-
viya and Jitendra Singh, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
BJP president J P Nadda among others 
were present on the occasion.

At the inauguration ceremony, the 
Prime Minister installed a historic 
sceptre called the “Sengol” near the 
Lok Sabha Speaker’s chair. A puja and 
a multi-faith prayer were held on the 
occasion. Modi also unveiled a com-
memorative plaque for the new building.  
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PM Modi inaugurates new 
parliament building

The largest youth 
talent factory in the 
world is in India

NARENDRA MODI, 
Prime Minister of India

Australia and India are working more 
closely together to boost renewable 

energy in both our countries
ANTHONY ALBANESE, 
Prime Minister of Australia

PM installs ‘Sengol’ at new parliament building, in New Delhi on May 28, 2023
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Th e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  fe l i c i t a t e d 
with shawls and souvenirs some of 
the workers for their key role in the  
construction of the new parliament build-
ing. Modi said the construction of the new  
parliament building gave employment to  
60,000 workers.

The new parliament building, constructed 
by Tata Projects Ltd, will also have a grand  
Constitution Hall to showcase India’s  
democratic heritage, a lounge for MPs, a library, 
multiple committee rooms, dining areas and 
ample parking space. The triangular-shaped 
four-storey building has a built-up area of 
64,500 square metres.

Built at an estimated cost of Rs 12 billion, the 
new parliament building can comfortably seat 
888 members in the Lok Sabha chamber and 
300 in the Rajya Sabha chamber. In the case of 
a joint sitting of both Houses, a total of 1,280  
members can be accommodated in the Lok Sabha  
chamber.

The Lok Sabha chamber is designed to look like 
a peacock, the country’s national bird. The Rajya 

Sabha chamber is designed to resemble a lotus, 
India’s national flower.

The current parliament building will be con-
verted into a museum. The government said that 
the new parliament was necessary as the older 
building was “showing signs of distress and over 
utilization”.

The Prime Minister pointed out the difficul-
ties faced by the parliamentarians in getting 
work done in the old parliament building and 
gave examples of challenges due to the lack of 
technical facilities and paucity of seats in the 
House. The need for a new parliament, the Prime  
Minister said, was being discussed for decades 
and it was the need of the hour that a new  
parliament should be developed. He expressed 
delight that the new Parliament House is 
equipped with the latest technology and the halls 
are also sunlit.

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairperson Harivansh 
called the inauguration a historic and unforget-
table moment.� n

Written using agency reports

PM lighting the lamp at the inauguration of new parliament building
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Singapore & India looking at new 
growth drivers to propel ties, says 
Indian HC to Singapore
Written using agency reports

India and Singapore are looking at new growth 
drivers to propel their relationship for the next 
decade, Indian High Commissioner to Singapore 
P Kumaran said recently. 

He asserted that the two countries have an 
“active calendar” of more than 20 annual events, 
said a PTI report quoting the High Commis-
sioner’s speech at the “B20 India Conference on 
Resilient Supply Chains for Trade and Connec-
tivity”, held in Singapore on May 11. “We have an 
active calendar of more than 20 bilateral mech-
anisms, dialogues, and exercises. We are now 
looking at new growth drivers to propel the rela-
tionship for the next decade or more,” he said in 
a keynote address at the event.

The conference, attended by Indian and Singa-
porean business communities, aimed to delib-
erate on the next steps required for resilient 
supply chains.

Singapore is India’s biggest trade partner in 
ASEAN and the sixth-largest trade partner 
(2020-21) globally, with a share of 3.2% of India’s 
overall trade.

The High Commissioner pointed out that when 
the ministers of the two countries met last year 
at the India-Singapore Ministerial Roundta-
ble (ISMR) in New Delhi, they identified digital 
connectivity, fintech, renewable energy, green 
economy, skill development and food security 
as significant areas of opportunity for collabo-
ration.

Stressing the importance of forging resilient 
supply chains and global cooperation, Kuma-
ran said the current situation was one of an 
“ever-changing trade landscape and external 
shocks, like geopolitical upheavals, pandemics, 

global economic slowdowns, fluctuating valua-
tions of foreign currencies, and abrupt changes 
in policies by importing countries.”� n

Bank privatisation to happen as per 
schedule, says FM
Written using agency reports

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharman said 
privatisation of banks would proceed as 
planned. 

“About the bank privatisation, they will go on  
as per schedule. There is no change in it,”  
Sitharaman said on May 29 in Mumbai while 
addressing the media on the occasion of the 
Narendra Modi government completing nine 
years in power.

On May 30, the BJP said the Modi government 
made “historic achievements” during its nine 
years in office and India is marching ahead with 
full confidence, enthusiasm and a resolve to 
become a developed country. 

BJP national president JP Nadda said basic 
needs like health, education, economic self- 
reliance, road, water, electricity reached the 
country’s remote areas during the nine years of 
the prime minister Modi’s government.� n

NITI Aayog pitches for easy 
financing to attract private 
investment in setting up nuclear 
reactors
Written using agency reports

The government’s think tank, the NITI 
Aayog, wants to establish attractive 
financing frameworks such as blending 

finances and green bonds to attract private 
sector investment in small modular reactors 

From left: Dr Amitendu Palit, Member, B20 India Task Force on Inclusive GVCs for Resilient 
Global Trade and Investment and Senior Research Fellow and Research Lead (Trade and 
Economics), ISAS, NUS, Mr Sumanta Chaudhuri, Principal Adviser - International Trade Policy, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), H.E. Mr P Kumaran, High Commissioner of India to 
Singapore, H.E. Ms Kara Owen CMG, British High Commissioner to Singapore, Mr Eduardo 
Pedrosa, Secretary General, Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) International 
Secretariat, Ms Gargi Pawar, Singapore Regional Head, Confederation of Indian Industry



(SMR). This would decarbonise India’s energy 
sector.

The Aayog said in a report that the avail-
ability of low-cost finance, green finance and 
incorporation of nuclear energy into green 
taxonomy can improve the economics of SMR 
projects. “De-risking SMR projects and estab-
lishing attractive financing frameworks such as 
blending finance, green bonds, etc. is pivotal for 
incentivising private investors,” it said.� n

April macroeconomic data shows 
strong start to FY24: DEA
Written using agency reports

The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) 
has reported a strong beginning to this 
financial year (FY24), with most macro-

economic high-frequency data showing April 
carried over the momentum from the last quar-
ter of FY23, the finance ministry said in its latest 
Monthly Economic Review.

The review noted a strong evidence of private 
sector investment improving.

Purchasing Manager’s Index for manufactur-
ing was at a four-month high in April this year, 
it said.

“Buoyed by sustainable growth in activity, 
increasing capacity utilisation to investment 
triggering 75%, the corporates have started 
investing in new capacity. During Q4FY23, the 
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy reports 
the completion of projects worth ₹600 billion 
and the announcement of new projects valued 
at ₹10.9 trillion,” the report stated.

The report stated that the prospects for the 
agriculture sector also appear to be bright in 
FY24. The forecast of a normal monsoon, sur-
plus water reservoir levels, adequate availability 
of seeds and fertilisers, and robust tractor sales 
augurs well for a healthy kharif sowing season 
starting in June 2023, it added.� n

Cabinet approves Production 
Linked Incentive Scheme-2.0 for IT 
hardware
Written using agency reports

The Union Cabinet recently approved the 
Production Linked Incentive Scheme 2.0 
for IT Hardware with a budgetary outlay 

Rs 170 billion and a tenure of 6 years.
PLI Scheme 2.0 for IT hardware covers laptops, 

tablets, all-in-one PCs, servers and ultra small 
form factor devices. The scheme is expected to 
give an incremental production of Rs 3.35 tril-
lion, incremental investment of around Rs 24.3 
billion and expected to generate 75,000 jobs 
directly.

Union Minister of Electronics and IT Ashwini 

Vaishnaw said the renewed scheme could attract 
big global IT hardware manufacturers to shift 
their production base to India and give a boost 
to local production of laptops, servers and per-
sonal computers among others.

The government had in February 2021 approved 
the PLI scheme for IT hardware, covering the 
production of laptops, tablets, all-in-one PCs 
and servers with an outlay of Rs 73.5 billion. But 
industry players had requested the government 
to enhance outlay for the segment, according to 
a PTI report.

After the latest announcement, Minister 
of State for Electronics and IT Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar said in a statement: “Today’s Cabinet 
approval of IT hardware PLI2.0 is focussed on 
expanding India’s production and presence in 
global value chains of IT hardware, servers and 
laptops. By deepening & broadening the elec-
tronics ecosystem in India, this scheme will play 
a key role in catalysing India’s techade and in 

achieving the $1 tril-
lion digital economy 
goal – including $300 
billion of electron-
ics manufacturing by 
2025-26.” 

Electronics man-
ufacturing in India 
has witnessed con-
sistent growth with 
17% CAGR in the past 
8 years. This year 
it crossed a major 
benchmark in pro-
duction $105 billion 
(about Rs 9 trillion) 
India has become 
the world’s second 
largest manufacturer 
of mobile phones. 
Exports of mobile 

phones crossed a major milestone of $11 billion 
(around Rs 900 billion) this year.

The global electronics manufacturing ecosys-
tem is coming to India, and India is emerging 
as a major electronics manufacturing country 
building on the success of the Production Linked 
Incentive scheme (PLI) for mobile phones.

India is emerging as a trusted supply chain 
partner for all global majors. Large  IT hardware 
companies have shown keen interest in estab-
lishing manufacturing facilities in India. 
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GROWTH SIGNS

• �Electronics 
manufacturing in 
India has witnessed 
consistent growth with 
17% CAGR in 8 years

• �This year it crossed 
$105 billion

• �India has become the 
world’s second largest 
manufacturer of mobile 
phones

• �Exports of mobile 
phones crossed  
$11 billion this year 

• �India is emerging as 
a major electronics 
manufacturing country
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05In the Union Budget 2021-22, presented on 
February 1, 2021, the Finance Minister had 
announced an outlay of Rs 1.97 trillion for 
the PLI Schemes for 13 key sectors, to create 
national manufacturing champions and gen-
erate employment opportunities for the coun-
try’s youth. The first three PLI Schemes were 
approved in March 2020 and these were fol-
lowed by another 10 in November 2020.� n

FMs of India, Singapore discuss 
strengthening ties between nations
Written using agency reports

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man met her counterpart from Singa-
pore, Lawrence Wong, on the sidelines of 

the G7 meetings in Niigata, Japan, recently.
According to media reports, the two ministers 

explored ways to strengthen the ties between 
the two nations. They also discussed the digital 
payment gateway established between the two 
countries, green transition, food security, skill 
development, multilateral development banks 
(MDB) reforms, crypto assets, pandemic pre-
paredness and other such subjects.

The ministers discussed skilling in the context 
of AI centres and explored ways in which the two 
countries could collaborate for AI research and 
quantum computing. 

Following the meeting, Lawrence Wong wrote 
on Twitter, “Happy to meet India Minister of 
Finance @nsitharaman in Niigata. Very happy 
about the launch of PayNow-UPI link. We wel-
comed others to come onboard. Many more 
opportunities to collaborate on the digital econ-
omy, both bilaterally & at the G20.”

Sitharaman also met other notable names 

on the sidelines of G7. The FM met Fernando 
Haddad, the Finance Minister of Brazil and 
the two discussed strengthening MDBs, debt  
vulnerabilities and the digital public  
infrastructure� n.

Rs 2000 notes to be withdrawn 
from circulation, will remain legal 
tender
Written using agency reports

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided 
to withdraw Rs 2,000 denomination 
banknotes from circulation. However, the 

notes will continue as legal tender, the central 
bank said.

In order to ensure operational convenience and 
to avoid disruption of regular activities of bank 
branches, the RBI said exchange of Rs 2,000 
bank notes into bank notes of other denomina-
tions can be made up to a limit of Rs 20,000 at 
a time at any bank starting from May 23, 2023.

As on March 31, 2023, Rs 3.62 trillion, constitut-
ing 10.8% of total notes in circulation, are in the 
form of Rs 2000 notes. � n

Goyal highlights India’s  
10x+ growth potential in  
the next 25 years
Written using agency reports

The Union Minister for Commerce & Indus-
try, Textiles, Consumer Affairs, Food & 
Public Distribution, Piyush Goyal, said 

India has 10x+ growth potential in the next 25 
years.

During a two-day visit to Brussels to attend 
the first ministerial meeting of India-European 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
met her counterpart from Singapore, 
Lawrence Wong

The Union Minister for Commerce & 
Industry, Textiles, Consumer Affairs, Food 
& Public Distribution, Piyush Goyal at the 
business event organised by the Federation of 
Enterprises in Belgium.
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06 Union Trade and Technology Council (TTC), the 
minister said that this growth potential would 
reinforce its position as the fastest growing 
large economy; help it focus on trade, technol-
ogy, tourism and talent; develop its ambitious 
mission for sustainability and renewable energy 
9 years ahead of schedule.

Goyal said there must be a level playing field 
for both the developed and emerging econo-
mies while addressing global challenges such as 
climate issues. He also expressed hope that the 
mechanism of India EU Trade and Technology 
Council (TTC) could emerge as an effective plat-
form for finding solutions to these challenges. 

He was invited to attend the business meeting 
organised by the Federation of Enterprises in 
Belgium (FEB). The meeting was attended by 
more than 28 business delegates from the Bel-
gium side along with six members of the Indian 
business delegation. � n

Singapore Exchange to focus on 
risk-hedging products like Indian 
infra, ESG
Written using agency reports

The Singapore Exchange (SGX Group) is 
planning to focus on risk-hedging prod-
ucts related to Indian infrastructure 

development as well 
as Environmental, 
Social and Gover-
nance (ESG) initia-
tives, as it aims to 
expand its footprint 
in metals and min-
erals such as green 
steel and lithium.

A PTI report stated 
that William Chin, 
Commodities Head 
at SGX Group, 
pointed out the close 
relationship SGX 
Group has built with 
the financial and 
business community 

in India in the past decades and the importance 
of collaboration with partners and stakeholders 
to develop solutions to serve participants in both 
markets.

Risk hedging products related to the Indian 
infrastructure development, green initiatives, 
ESG as well as new energy minerals and metals 
are some of the areas SGX Group wants to focus 
on, Chin was quoted by PTI. “We are expand-
ing our footprint in metals and minerals such 
as green steel and lithium,” said Chin, noting 
the surging demand from the massive infra-
structure development, industrial production 
and renewable energy-based electric vehicles 
underpinned by India’s new crown as the world’s 
most populous nation.

Chin said Indian businesses as a core stake-
holder group will play an important role in 
price discovery of such critical products while 
the government continues to drive initiatives 
such as exploring minerals from the country’s 
resource-rich basins. � n

India’s exports up by 2% to  
$65.02 bn in April 2023
Written using agency reports

India’s overall exports (merchandise and ser-
vices combined) in April 2023 is estimated to 
be $65.02 billion, a growth of 2% over April 

2022. Overall imports in April 2023 is estimated 
to be $ 66.40 billion, a drop of 7.92% over April 
2022.

The latest data for the services sector released 
by the RBI is for March 2023. The data for April 
2023 is an estimation, which will be revised 
based on RBI’s subsequent release.

Electronic goods, rice, drugs and pharmaceu-
ticals, oil meals, ceramic products and glassware 
and spices have registered a significant increase 
in exports in April 2023. 

Under merchandise exports, 11 of the 30 key 
sectors exhibited positive growth in April 2023 
as compared to the year-ago period (April 2022). 
Under merchandise imports, 23 out of 30 key 
sectors exhibited negative growth in April 2023.  

Value of services export for April 2023 was esti-
mated at $30.36 billion as compared to $24.05 
billion in April 2022, while value of services 
import was estimated at $16.50 billion as com-

William Chin, 
Commodities Head, 
SGX Group

Overall Trade during April 2023*
($ billion)

Note: The latest data for the services sector released by 
the RBI is for March 2023. The data for April 2023 is an 
estimation, which will be revised based on RBI’s subsequent 
release. Data for April 2022 has been revised on a pro-rata 
basis using quarterly balance of payments data.

63.75

72.11

65.02

66.40

April 2022 April 2023

Exports

Imports



pared to $14.06 billion in April 2022. Services 
exports remain robust and projected to grow at 
26.24% during April 2023 over April 2022.

Exports of electronic goods increased by 
26.49% during April 2023 to $2.11 billion from 
$1.67 billion in April 2022. � n

ISRO launches low-cost start 
sensor 
Written using agency reports

The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) recently launched a low-cost star 
sensor developed by astronomers from 

off-the-shelf components on board the PSLV 
C-55. In its first space test, the sensor, which 

is mounted on the PSLV Orbital Experimental 
Module (POEM), is performing well, and the ini-
tial data has now validated its design as well as 
its function.

The StarBerrySense payload developed by the 
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), an auton-
omous institute of the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), was launched on April 
22, 2023.  

This novel low-cost sensor that is designed 
to quickly calculate which side the satellite is 
pointing towards is being tested in space for the 
very first time. 

For any space mission, it is crucial to know the 
satellite’s pointing side. While there are sev-
eral ways to do this, a star sensor provides the 
most accurate information about a spacecraft’s 
orientation. The sensor designed by the Space 
Payloads Group at IIA is capable of finding its 
pointing direction in space by identifying the 
stars in its field of view.

The main function of StarBerrySense is to image 
the field of view, correctly identify the stars it sees, 
and calculate the pointing direction.� n

MoD approves fourth positive 
indigenisation list
Written using agency reports

In a bid to boost the defence sector, the Min-
istry of Defence approved the fourth Positive 
Indigenisation List (PIL) of 928 strategi-

cally important line replacement units (LRUs), 
sub-systems, spares & components.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted: “A 
positive development for the defence sector. 
This will add strength to our resolve towards 
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat and encourage local 
entrepreneurial talent.”

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said this 
includes high-end materials & spares, with 
import substitution value worth Rs 7.15 billion.

Details of these items are available on SRIJAN 
Portal (https://srijandefence.gov.in/). These will 
only be procured from the Indian Industry after 
the timelines indicated in the list.� n

India’s major ports achieved 
records in FY23, boosting  
trade and economic growth:  
Sarbananda Sonowal
Press Information Bureau

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Water-
ways, and AYUSH, Sarbananda Sonowal 
has said that FY23 saw India’s major 

ports reach unprecedented heights, setting new 
records across various key performance indi-
cators. 

Speaking at the second edition of FICCI’s Port 
Infrastructure Conclave in New Delhi, Sonowal 
noted that major ports collectively handled a 
record-breaking 795 million tonnes of cargo, reg-
istering a 10.4% growth over the previous year. In 
addition, the highest-ever output per day of 17,239 
tonnes was achieved, witnessing an increase of 
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Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, and AYUSH
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08 6% compared to last year. Moreover, the best-
ever operating ratio was achieved of 48.54%. He 
also said that the major ports recorded their 
highest-ever number of vessels handled, reach-
ing a total of 21,846 vessels in the year.

The minister remarked that the Indian shipping 
ministry has witnessed a remarkable increase in 
the number of ships, gross tonnage, and seafar-
ers employed. The number of Indian seafarers 
has grown from 117,090 in 2014 to a remarkable 
250,071 in 2022, registering an increase of almost 
114% in just nine years. 

Sonowal also discussed India’s development of 
advanced port infrastructure and provided an 
overview of the upcoming plans for the marine 
industry. He stated, “Maritime transportation 
accounts for 95% of India’s trading by volume 
and 70% by value. The most cutting-edge port 
infrastructure is crucial for efficient and smooth 
business.” He emphasised the importance of 
incorporating technology into port operations, 
stating that “smart ports are the future, and we 
are already making significant strides towards 
this goal.” 

India aims to optimise port operations and 
boost efficiency by leveraging data analytics and 
artificial intelligence.

Major ports are under development to become 
hydrogen hubs for handling, storage, and  
transportation of green hydrogen, the minister 
added. � n

India-UK FTA has to be win-win for 
both sides, says FICCI president
Written with agency reports

Free trade agreements (FTAs) need to ensure 
they provide a level playing field and the 
India-UK FTA, which recently completed 

its 10th round of negotiations, has to be a win-
win scenario for both sides, the head of India’s 
leading business chambers has said, according 
to a PTI report.

Subhrakant Panda, President of the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI), was in the UK this week for the FICCI 
Forum of Parliamentarians, a bipartisan initia-
tive for political outreach. The delegation from 
India was briefed on areas of interest in the 
bilateral relationship over a series of discussions 
with businesses and parliamentarians.

India Post becomes logistics 
partner for millions of traders
Written with agency reports

India Post has signed an MoU with the Confed-
eration of All India Traders (CAIT) and Tripta 
Technologies in the presence of Minister of 

State for Communications,  Devusinh Chau-
han. The MoU facilitates operationalisation of 
a portal called Bharat EMart, which will provide 
the facility of pick-up of consignments from the 
premises of traders and will ensure delivery 
at the doorsteps of the consignees across the 
country. It is believed that it will benefit 80 mil-
lion traders associated with CAIT.

India Post has in the recent past entered into 
similar agreements with Government e-Mar-
ketplace (GeM), Regional Centers of Tribal  
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation 
of India Limited (TRIFED), to provide pick-up 
and delivery of parcels at the doorsteps of  
the consignees. It will soon be onboarding  
itself on the Open Network for Digital Com-
merce (ONDC) platform, being developed by 
the Ministry of Commerce, as a logistics service 
provider. � n

India's direct tax collection  
rises 36% to Rs 3.78 trn  
in Q1FY24
Written with agency reports

Net direct tax collection for the first quar-
ter of FY24 as on June 15 soared by 36% 
to Rs 3.78 trillion, indicating better cor-

porate performance and a sustained economic 
growth trend, said a report in the Business Stan-
dard. Advance tax payment for the first quarter 
(between April 1 and June 15) stood at Rs 1.16 tril-
lion. This includes corporation tax at Rs 92,173 
crore and personal income tax at Rs 23,513 crore, 
it said. June 15 was the deadline for the first 
instalment of advance tax. Besides advance tax, 
the major contributor to high tax collection has 
been tax deducted at source (TDS), which came 
to around Rs 2.69 trillion during the period, it 
added.� n

The Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) has 
announced Mr Subhrakant Panda as its 
President-Elect
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09Bilateral Inputs
Visit of Union Education Minister Shri. Dharmendra Pradhan
Union Education Minister Shri. Dharmendra 
Pradhan visited Singapore during May 29-31, 
2023, to strengthen ties and explore the possi-
bility of widening the scope of bilateral engage-
ment in education and skill development.

During the visit, the honourable minister called 
on various key Singaporean ministers, including 
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Mr 
Lawrence Wong, Senior Minister Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam, Foreign Minister Mr Vivian 
Balakrishnan, Minister for Trade and Industry 

Mr Gan Kim Yong and Education Minister Mr 
Chan Chun Sing. He held fruitful discussions on 
strengthening the existing cooperation between 
India and Singapore and deepening engage-
ments in skill development as well as technical 
and vocational education.

Minister Pradhan also visited educational 
institutions, including Singapore Spectra Sec-
ondary School, Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity (NTU), Institute of Technical Education and 
Educational Services (ITEES), and Singapore 
University of Technology and Design (SUTD). 
He also interacted with Skills Future Singapore 
(SSG), the nodal agency under the Singapore 
government which drives the implementation 
of SkillsFuture Movement. 

He met members of the Indian Diaspora and 
the Odia Association.� n
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10 Visit of Minister of State, Ministry of External Affairs and 
Education, Mr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, to Singapore
Mr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State, Ministry of External Affairs and Education, visited 
Singapore from May 18-19. The Hon’ble Minister visited Singaporean educational institutions like 
Temasek Polytechnic and Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD). He met and inter-
acted with the Temasek Polytechnic management team, who showcased the TP Heritage Gallery, 
presented the polytechnic education landscape in Singapore and introduced TP’s programmes.

The Minister also visited the TP Advanced Manufacturing Centre (TP AMC), which is an applied 
and skills-based training centre for experiential learning and consultancy.

At SUTD, the Minister witnessed demos by new-age bots showcasing the increasing technological 
developments and influence on day-to-day activities.

Mr Singh also met and interacted with members of the Indian diaspora.� n
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11Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Mr M K Stalin visits Singapore
The Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Mr M K Stalin, visited Singapore from May 23-25, 2023. 
He spoke at Tamil Nadu’s Investment Conclave to attract investments into Tamil Nadu and invite 
investors for a global investors’ meet to be held in Chennai in January 2024.� n
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12 Forthcoming Events  
In India
I. �56th edition of IHGF Delhi Fair

Date & Venue: 	October 12-16, 2023;  
	 India Exposition Mart Ltd,  
	 Greater Noida Expressway  
	 (NCR of Delhi)
Organizer: 	 Export Promotion Council for  
	 Handicrafts (EPCH)
Contact: 	 visitors@ihgfdelhifair.in

Details: The Export Promotion Council for 
Handicrafts (EPCH) organises the IHGF Delhi 
Fair biannually as Autumn and Spring edition. 
It is one of the world’s largest shows for home, 
lifestyle, fashion, furniture and textiles.

Website:  https://ihgfdelhifair.in/

II. 39th edition of IIJS  
PREMIERE 2023

Date & Venue: 	August 3-8, 2023;  
	 Mumbai, India
Organizer: 	 The Gem & Jewellery Export  
	 Promotion Council (GJEPC)
Contact: 	 mrunmayee.sheode 
	 @gjepcindia.com
Details: The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion 
(GJEPC) is organising the 39th edition of the IIJS 

PREMIERE 2023 from August 3-8 in Mumbai, 
India. This will also the first time that the IIJS 
PREMIERE 2023 will be held at 2 different venues 
concurrently, on the following dates in Mumbai:-

JWCC ( JIO World Convention Centre) Bandra: 
August 3-7, 2023

BEC (Bombay Exhibition Centre) Goregaon: 
August 4-8, 2023

Website: https://gjepc.org/iijs-premiere/

III. �EEPC Reverse Buyer Seller Meet

Date & Venue: 	JJune 15-19, 2023,  
	 at Chennai Trade Centre,  
	 Chennai
Organizer: 	 Engineering Export Promotion  
	 Council (EEPC)
Contact: 	 info@acmee.in

Details: The Engineering Export Promotion 
Council (EEPC) India, with the support 
of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India, is organising a Reverse 
Buyer Seller Meet at Chennai Trade Centre, 
Chennai, on June 16-17, during the ACMEE 
EXPO.

Website: http://www.acmee.in/

For feedback & comments, please contact:

High Commission of India,

31, Grange Road, Singapore-239702

Email: com2.singapore@mea.gov.in; com.singapore@mea.gov.in

URL: www.hcisingapore.gov.in


